Permanent Painting

market are oxides of iron stained with madder, and,
as stated in a previous chapter, when oxide of iron
is thoroughly burnt so that it contains no water of
combination, it does not decompose madder lake.
Tuscan red dries very well and is very reliable.

ULTRAMARINE BLUE

Ultramarine blue whether it is artificial or genuine
is chemically the same, with the one difference that
the genuine ultramarine blue is the powdered mineral
known as lapis lazuli, and ordinarily is the blue known
under that name, but the mineral itself is found at times
in an impure state either admixed with slate or gang-
rock, or contaminated slightly with other minerals, and
the genuine ultramarine blue may run, therefore^ from
a very deep blue to a very pale ashen blue, in fact,
the lapis lazuli which lies adjacent to the gang-rock is
ground up and sold under the name of ultramarine
ashes, which is nothing more nor less than a very
weak variety of genuine ultramarine blue.

From the standpoint of exposure to light or drying
quality, the artificial ultramarine is just as good as the
genuine, and the only advantage that the genuine has
over the artificial is that the genuine is not so quickly
affected by acids as the artificial is.

It may be of interest to know that in 1814 Tessaert
observed the accidental production in a soda oven at
St. Gobain (France) of a blue substance which
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